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To Whom It May Concern

I am seeking an advisory opinion from the Louisiana Board of Ethics for determination of whether
the Academy of Training Skills ATS a judicial agency referral residential facility is considered a
public agency andor whether its owneroperator is a public servant as defined by the Louisiana
Code of Ethics and therefore subject to its regulations

LA RS 402852 defines a judicial agency referral residential facility as
A Any facility including pretrial diversion facilities not otherwise required to be licensed by the

Department of Health and Hospitals or the Department of Children and Family Services that
provides housing or temporary residence for individuals who have been arrested for the
commission of a crime and who are referred by any judicial agency as defined by this Section
shall be regulated by rules adopted and enforced by the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections for the operation of these facilities

B The rules shall include but not be limited to providing for the construction standards of
operation and services provided for these facilities All rules shall be adopted in accordance
with the Administrative Procedure Act

C No facility shall provide housing or temporary residence to any individual and no judicial
agency shall refer any individual to a facility providing housing or temporary residence until the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections has adopted rules and has inspected the facility
and certified that the facility is in compliance with these rules as provided for by the Section

D All facilities shall be accredited by the American Correctional Association within twentyfour
months of opening as a judicial agency referral residential facility and shall maintain
accreditation by the American Correctional Association at all times thereafter

Candidates for the pretrial diversion program are screened by a referring agency of the Criminal
Justice System ie District Attorneys Offices Judges or DPSC Probation Parole ATS

provides housing clothing meals transportation employment counseling and education to
participants It is selffunded through participant tuition payments and does not receive any
federal or State funds

ATS must maintain accreditation by the American Correctional Association for Adult Community
Residential Services and must comply with the Standard Operating Procedures for Judicial
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Agency Referral Residential Facilities issued by the Department of Public Safety Corrections

Corrections Services DPSC ATS is also subject to annual compliance reviews by DPSCs
Adult Services Division and internal audits by DPSCs Internal Audit Division

If you need any further information please contact me at 225 3421083

Respe ully submitted

Jewell A Reid CIA CRMA
Director of Internal Audit
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